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in facilities for buying clothes; the figures are based on gross totals,
but they cannot take into account the expansion of the big drapers'
shops in the centre of the city.
Mention may be made here of some figures given in an article in
the Economic Journal,1 showing the number of shops per 1,000 families
for twelve towns in 1931. The average number was 77-5. The
Oxford figure for 1935 was about 65.* The range in the figures for
the other towns is from 49-4 in Middlesbrough to 99-6 in Bolton.
It does not appear that there is any correktion between the type of
town and the number of shops per 1,000 families, and it is not there-
fore known whether the position in Oxford is more characteristic of
a residential or of an industrial centre. It may be pointed out, how-
ever, that its rapid increase in population must have reduced its
position in comparison with other pkces.
The university.
The establishment in Oxford of shops of a certain type, such as
tailoring in which branches of several London shops exist in the
town, has been stimulated by the presence of the university.3 Before
the War the custom from the colleges was intermittent, since out of
term only a comparatively few university people remained in residence.
Now, not only do a large number of senior members spend a con-
siderable part of the vacation in Oxford but also, since the War, and
increasingly in recent years, the holding of residential conferences in
the colleges during the vacations has made the colleges a practically con-
tinuous source of custom for the tradespeople.4 In 193 5,5 £147,101
was spent by the colleges on provisions, and it is estimated6 that 88
per cent. (£129,300) of this amount was spent at Oxford shops.
It is clear from these figures that the colleges are very important
customers of Oxford retailers and that they may justifiably claim
that they give a strong measure of support to local shops.
Conclusion.
The material which has been analysed in this section shows that
the suburbs of Oxford are ill-provided with shopping facilities com-
pared with the older parts of the city. It is probably true to say that
this situation is found a hardship by the inhabitants of the new
1 P. Ford, Economic Journal, Sept. 1935.	2 See Appendix I, note 27.
3	But see p. 81 above for the present-day position as regards tailoring.
4	In the summer vacation of 1937 fifty-six residential conferences were held in the
colleges.
5	From July 1934 to July 1935 in the case of the women's colleges.
6	From figures kindly supplied by fifteen colleges and halls.

